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Introductions



Alice Bowman

Mission Operations Manager (MOM)

New Horizons



Upcoming outreach events

• Members only star party, Saturday, 

March 5th, Alpha Ridge Park.  Chris 

Todd hosts a Messier Marathon.

• Public star party, Saturday, March 

19th, Alpha Ridge Park.



Member’s 

astrophotos and 

sketches



Brad Sheard



Robert Hambleton



USPS, submitted by H. Heyn



Joel Goodman (by proxy)



LIGO Gravitational Wave 

Announcement: a Quick Peek 

Behind the Curtain



LIGO Press Release:



LIGO Press Release:



LIGO Science Publication:



LIGO Science Publication:

HUNDREDS of authors!



LIGO Press Release:



LIGO Observation:



Is It Real?



LIGO Hypothesis:



“Chirp” Mass:



Putting It Together:



What Size Black Holes?



LIGO Summary Results:



Big Picture Conclusions:

1.Demonstrates the existence of stellar-mass 

black holes > ~25 Msun

2.Binary black holes form in nature

3.Binary black holes can merge within a Hubble 

time

There is a LOT of work that goes 

behind seemingly simple statements in 

press releases!



Thank You!

Next month’s meeting is on Thursday,

March 17th, 2016 7 PM

Guest Speaker:

Steve Conard, APL

Designing and building LORRI


